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the nuptials of his friends, bestowing the noblest of the Persian
ladies upon the worthiest of them, at the same time making it an
entertainment in honour of the other Macedonians whose marriages
had already taken place. At this magnificent festival, it is reported,
there were no less than nine thousand guests, to each of whom he
gave a golden cup for the libations, Xot to mention oilier instances
of his wonderful magnificence, be paid the debts of his army, which
amounted to nine thousand eight hundred and seventy talents. But
Antigenes, who had lost one of his eyes, though he owed nothing, got
his name set down in the list of those who were in debt, and bringing1
one who pretended to be his creditor, and to have supplied him from
the bank, received the money. But when the cheat was found out,
the king was so incensed at it, that he banished him from court, and
took away his command, though he was an excellent soldier and a
man of great courage. For when he was but a youth, and served
under Philip at the siege of Perinthus, where he was wounded in
the eye by an arrow shot out of an engine, he would neither let
the arrow be taken out nor be persuaded to quit the field till he had
bravely repulsed the enemy and forced them to retire into the town.
Accordingly he was not able to support such a disgrace with any
patience, and it was plain that grief and despair would have made
him kill himself, but the king fearing it, not only pardoned him,
but let him also enjoy the benefit of his deceit.
The thirty thousand boys whom he left behind him to be taught
and disciplined were so improved at his return, both in strength and
beauty, and performed their exercises with such dexterity and wonder-
ful agility, that he was extremely pleased with them, which grieved
the Macedonians, and made them fear he would have the less value
for them. And when he proceeded to send down the infirm and
maimed soldiers to the sea, they said they were unjustly and in-
famously dealt with, after they were worn out in his service upon
all occasions, now to be turned away with disgrace and sent home
into their country among their friends and relations in a worse
condition than when they came out; therefore they desired him to
dismiss them one and all, and to account his Macedonians useless,
now he wras so well furnished with a set of dancing boys, with
whom, if he pleased, might go on and conquer the world. These
speeches so incensed Alexander that, after lie had given them a
great deal of reproachful language in his passions, he drove them.
away, and committed the watch to Persians, out of whom he chose
his guards and attendants. When the Macedonians saw him es-
corted by these men, and themselves excluded and shamefully dis-
graced, their high spirits fell, and conferring with one another,
they found that jealousy and rage had almost distracted them. But
at last coming to themselves again, they; went without their arms,
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